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The humanitarian community warns that 34.5 million people need humanitarian assistance as
violence haunts the Sahel region
The UN and partners’ regional humanitarian assessment for the Sahel shows one in three people need aid
and protection across Burkina Faso, Far North Cameroon, Chad, Mali, Niger and north-east Nigeria.

Dakar, 9 June 2023: Driven by spiraling violence, displacement, food insecurity and climate hazards, the
humanitarian crisis in West Africa’s Sahel region is rapidly deteriorating with one in three people now in
need of urgent aid and protection, according to the Humanitarian Needs and Requirement Overview for the
Sahel 2023, published today by the United Nations and humanitarian partners.

Conflict and violence are the main drivers of humanitarian needs in 2023. Security has deteriorated steadily
since 2015, with a sharp increase in civilian casualties in 2022, when 4,555 were killed, a 42 per cent increase
compared to the previous year. More than 1,500 civilians have been killed so far this year.

Insecurity is displacing entire communities, across Sahel and beyond the region, hampering social cohesion, and
is contributing to a food and nutrition crisis affecting 11.2 million people.

Of a total population of 109 million people in the region covered by the assessment, more than 34 million need
humanitarian aid and assistance. Nearly 6 million people are considered having “catastrophic’ needs. More than
half of those in need are children.

In 2023, 6.6 million people are on the move due to persecution, conflict and human rights violations. More
than one million of them fled across international borders as refugees. Attacks by non-state armed groups
and the fear of imminent attacks account for nearly 75 percent of displacement in the region.

Insecurity and attacks on aid workers is also reducing humanitarian space and making it challenging for
organizations to operate in the field and for affected people to access aid.

The Sahel region, already grappling with desertification, is also facing seasonal flooding which last year
resulted in more than 1000 deaths and 2.9 million people displaced. The floods also destroyed nearly half
a million homes and devastated 1.5 million hectares of agricultural land.

In just one year, funding needs for the region have increased by 14 percent due to the escalation of the
crisis. Despite a small increase in funding of an additional US$400 million received between 2020 and



2022, a significant funding gap of nearly $2 billion remained in 2022. This translated in life saving
assistance that could not be delivered.

UN-coordinated response plans for 2023 are being implemented in Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Chad, Mali,
Niger, and Nigeria (north-east), requiring $4.6 billion in funding this year. The current funding level across
the response plans is 16 per cent, or $723 million received.

"The crisis in the Sahel is an acute humanitarian concern. If current trends continue, increasing numbers of
people will be unable to meet their vital needs,” said Charles Bernimolin, Head of the Regional
Humanitarian Affairs Office (OCHA) for West and Central Africa in Dakar. "This overview of needs should
encourage the world to pay attention to this region and donors to increase their funding. Increased support
is needed to prevent vulnerable people from being deprived of assistance, children from losing access to
education, women from being deprived of protection and the entire population from facing even greater
food insecurity. Time is running out".

For further information, please contact:
OCHA ROWCA: Roberto Colombo, colombor@un.org

Resources for journalists :

e The complete HNRO 2023 is available at the following link: https://bit.ly/A5TRwWAv
e To learn more about OCHA's activities, please visit: https://www.unocha.org/
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